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Introduction

Hinduism is one of the world's oldest religions and is followed by more than a billion people, primarily in India and
throughout many other parts of the world. As our communities become increasingly diverse, many Christians have
friends, neighbors, coworkers, and family members who follow Hindu beliefs. Understanding what Hindus believe
can help us build meaningful relationships, have respectful conversations, and better understand the spiritual
questions people are asking.

This guide is not written to criticize Hindus or misrepresent their beliefs. It is also not intended to be a
comprehensive study of every aspect of Hinduism. Instead, it serves as a simple introduction to the major
teachings of Hinduism and how those teachings compare with the message of Christianity.

Throughout this guide, we will allow Hinduism to speak for itself by referencing Hindu sources, while also
examining what the Bible teaches about God, humanity, salvation, and Jesus Christ. Our goal is not to win
arguments, but to seek truth and understand the differences between these two worldviews.

Whether you are a Christian seeking to understand Hinduism, a Hindu curious about Christianity, or someone
simply exploring different faiths, we hope this guide provides a helpful starting point for your journey.

What Is Hinduism?

Hinduism is one of the oldest religions in the world, with roots stretching back thousands of years in India. Unlike
Christianity, Hinduism does not have a single founder, a single sacred book, or a single set of beliefs shared by all
followers. Instead, it is a diverse collection of traditions, teachings, and practices that have developed over
centuries.

Most Hindus believe in an ultimate spiritual reality known as Brahman, which is viewed as the source of all
existence. Hinduism also recognizes many gods and goddesses, often understood as different manifestations or
expressions of this ultimate reality. Among the most widely known are Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.

Several key ideas shape Hindu belief. Karma teaches that a person's actions have consequences that affect both
the present life and future lives. Reincarnation is the belief that the soul is reborn after death into a new life. The
cycle of birth, death, and rebirth is known as samsara. The ultimate goal is moksha, which is liberation from this
cycle and union with the ultimate reality.

Because Hinduism encompasses many different beliefs and practices, individual Hindus may understand these
concepts differently. However, these ideas form the foundation of Hindu thought and help explain how Hindus view
God, humanity, and the purpose of life.

Unlike Christianity, Hinduism was not founded by one individual. Its beliefs developed over many centuries
through various writings, teachers, and religious traditions in India.

God

One of the most challenging aspects of Hinduism for many Christians to understand is its view of God. Unlike
Christianity, which teaches that there is one personal God who created all things, Hindu beliefs about God can
vary widely.

At the heart of Hindu thought is Brahman, the ultimate reality or divine source behind everything that exists. Many
Hindus believe that the various gods and goddesses of Hinduism are different manifestations or expressions of
this ultimate reality.

Among the most recognized figures are Brahma, associated with creation; Vishnu, associated with preservation;
and Shiva, associated with destruction and renewal. Together they are often called the Trimurti. Many Hindus also
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worship other deities, including Krishna, Rama, Lakshmi, and Ganesha.

Christianity also teaches that there is one God, but with a very different understanding. The Bible presents God as
a personal Creator who exists eternally as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Christians do not believe that God appears
as different gods or deities, but that the one true God has revealed Himself through Jesus Christ.

While both Hindus and Christians speak about God, their understanding of who God is, how He reveals Himself,
and how people relate to Him is fundamentally different.

~ God

One of the most challenging aspects of Hinduism for
many Christians to understand is its view of God.
Unlike Christianity, which teaches that there is one
personal God who created all things, Hindu beliefs
about God can vary widely.

At the heart of Hindu thought is Brahman, the
ultimate reality or divine source behind everything
that exists. Many Hindus believe that the various
gods and goddesses of Hinduism are different
manifestations or expressions of this ultimate
reality.

Among the most recognized figures are Brahma,
associated with creation; Vishnu, associated with
preservation; and Shiva, associated with destruction
and renewal. Together they are often called the
Trimurti. Many Hindus also worship other deities,
including Krishna, Rama, Lakshmi, and Ganesha.

Christianity also teaches that there is one God,

but with a very different understanding. The Bible
presents God as a personal Creator who exists
eternally as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Christians
do not believe that God appears as different gods

or deities, but that the one true God has revealed
Himself through Jesus Christ.

e THE TRIMURTI - THE THREE MAJOR FORMS OF THE DIVINE S

SHIVA
The Destroyer and Transformer

Shiva is associated with the destruction
of the old and the transformation that
makes new life possible. He is also
seen as the Lord of Yoga and spiritual
transformation.

VISHNU
The Preserver

BRAHMA
The Creator

Brahma is associated with the creation
of the universe and all living beings.
He is often depicted with four heads,
representing the four Vedas (sacred
Hindu texts) and the four directions.

Vishnu is the preserver and sustainer
of the universe. He protects the world
and restores balance whenever evil
threatens to overcome good. He is
often depicted with blue skin.
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T'HE KEY DIFFERENCE

While both Hindus and
Christians speak about God,
their understanding of who

God is, how He reveals
Himself, and how people
relate to Him is
fundamentally different.

LAKSHMI
Goddess of wealth,
prosperity, and good
fortune. She is often
depicted with lotuses
and gold coins.

KRISHNA RAMA GANESHA
The remover of
obstacles and the
god of new beginnings,
wisdom, and
success.

An avatar of Vishnu,
hero of the epic
Ramayana, known
for His righteousness
and leadership.

An avatar of Vishnu,
known for His role
in the epic Mahabharata
and as a symbol of
divine love.

Karma and Reincarnation

Two of the most important beliefs in Hinduism are karma and reincarnation. Together, these teachings help
explain how Hindus understand life, suffering, death, and the journey of the soul.

Karma is the belief that a person's actions have consequences. Good actions produce positive results, while
harmful actions produce negative results. Hindus believe these consequences may affect not only a person's
present life but also future lives.
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Reincarnation is the belief that the soul is reborn after death into another body. This cycle of birth, death, and
rebirth is called samsara. A person's karma influences the circumstances of each new life, creating an ongoing
cycle that continues until liberation is achieved.

The ultimate goal is moksha, which is freedom from this cycle of rebirth and union with the ultimate reality.

Christianity teaches a very different view. The Bible presents human life as a unique gift from God, followed by
judgment rather than reincarnation. Hebrews 9:27 states, "It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment.”

While Hinduism teaches many lives and repeated opportunities for spiritual progress, Christianity teaches that
salvation is found through Jesus Christ and that each person has one earthly life in which to respond to God's
invitation.

Salvation (Moksha)

The ultimate goal of Hinduism is moksha, a state of liberation from the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. Hindus
believe that as long as a person remains bound by karma, they will continue to experience reincarnation. Moksha
is freedom from this cycle and union with the ultimate reality.

Because Hinduism includes many different traditions, there is no single path to moksha accepted by all Hindus.
However, several common paths are often taught:

- The Path of Knowledge (Jnana) - seeking spiritual truth and understanding.

- The Path of Devotion (Bhakti) - worship and devotion to a particular deity.

- The Path of Action (Karma) - performing one's duties and good works without selfish motives.
- The Path of Meditation (Raja) - spiritual discipline, meditation, and self-control.

Christianity teaches a very different message. The Bible teaches that people cannot earn salvation through
knowledge, devotion, good works, or personal effort. Instead, salvation is a gift of God's grace made possible
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 states, "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast."

While Hinduism offers multiple paths toward moksha, Christianity points to one Savior. Jesus said, "l am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6).

Both Hinduism and Christianity recognize that humanity needs deliverance, but they offer very different answers
regarding how that deliverance is found.

Jesus

Many Hindus respect Jesus and view Him as a great spiritual teacher, holy man, prophet, or enlightened soul.
Some Hindus even regard Jesus as an avatar, a divine manifestation sent to help humanity. Because Hinduism is
generally open to accepting spiritual teachers from many traditions, Jesus is often honored alongside other
religious figures.

Christianity, however, makes a much greater claim about Jesus. Christians believe that Jesus is not merely a
teacher or prophet, but God in the flesh. The Bible teaches that Jesus existed before creation, became human,
lived a sinless life, died on the cross for the sins of the world, and rose from the dead three days later.

John 1:14 states, "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us." Jesus also declared, "l and the Father are
one" (John 10:30).
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The death and resurrection of Jesus stand at the center of the Christian faith. Christians believe that through His
sacrifice, forgiveness and eternal life are offered to all who place their trust in Him.

While many Hindus admire Jesus, Christianity calls people to do more than admire Him. It asks a deeper question:
Was Jesus simply a wise teacher, or was He truly who He claimed to be - the Son of God and Savior of the world?

Similarities and Differences

Hinduism and Christianity both seek to answer some of life's biggest questions: Who are we? Why are we here?
What happens after death? Both religions encourage prayer, moral living, compassion toward others, and a
search for spiritual truth. However, they offer very different answers to these questions.

Topic

God

Hinduism

Many gods or manifestations of Brahman

Christianity

One God revealed as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit

Human Problem

Ignorance and bondage to karma

Sin and separation from God

Number of Lives

Many lives through reincarnation

One earthly life

After Death

Reincarnation and continued rebirth

Resurrection and judgment

Salvation Moksha through various spiritual paths Salvation by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ
Jesus Teacher, prophet, enlightened being, or avatar | God in the flesh, Savior of the world

Sacred Texts

Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and
others

The Bible

Ultimate Goal

Liberation from the cycle of rebirth

Eternal life with God

View of Creation

Often understood through cycles of creation,
preservation, destruction, and renewal

God created the universe and remains distinct
from His creation

Human Identity

The soul moves through many lives and seeks
union with ultimate reality

Human beings are created in the image of God
and made for relationship with Him

Good Works Actions affect karma and future lives Good works are the fruit of salvation, not the
cause of salvation
Assurance Moksha is pursued through spiritual progress Believers can have assurance because

and liberation from karma

salvation rests on Christ's finished work

Prayer and Worship

Worship may be directed toward various
deities

Prayer and worship are directed to the one
true God

Final Authority

Hindu scriptures, traditions, teachers, and
practices

Scripture as the written Word of God

While Hinduism and Christianity share certain moral values and spiritual concerns, they ultimately provide very
different answers to humanity's deepest questions. The most significant differences center on the identity of Jesus
Christ and how salvation is obtained. Hinduism offers various paths toward moksha, while Christianity points to
Jesus Christ as the only Savior and teaches that eternal life is received by grace through faith, not earned through
spiritual effort.
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Christ

Every religion asks important questions about God, humanity, purpose, and eternity. Hinduism offers one set of
answers. Christianity offers another. Ultimately, each person must decide what they believe about Jesus Christ.

Jesus did not simply claim to be a teacher pointing the way to God. He claimed to be the way. He said, "l am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6).

The Bible teaches that all people have sinned and fall short of God's perfect standard (Romans 3:23), but that God
demonstrated His love by sending Jesus to die for us (Romans 5:8). Through His death and resurrection,
forgiveness and eternal life are offered as a free gift to all who trust in Him.

Christianity is not primarily about rituals, rules, or earning God's favor. It is about a relationship with Jesus Christ
and receiving the grace that He freely offers.

Whether you are a Christian, a Hindu, or someone still searching for answers, we encourage you to examine the
claims of Jesus for yourself. Read the Gospels. Consider His life, death, and resurrection. Ask honest questions.
Seek the truth with an open heart.

Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me | will never cast out" (John 6:37).

Sources

This guide was created using information from Hindu and Christian sources to provide a respectful overview of
both faiths.

Hindu Sources

- The Vedas

- The Upanishads

- The Bhagavad Gita

- Traditional Hindu teachings and commentaries

Christian Sources
- The Holy Bible

Key Bible passages referenced in this guide include John 1:1, John 1:14, John 6:37, John 10:30, John 14:6,
Romans 3:23, Romans 5:8, Ephesians 2:8-9, and Hebrews 9:27.

We encourage readers to examine these sources for themselves and to continue seeking truth with honesty,
humility, and an open heart.
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